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INTRO
Gospel Fluency
We’re going to be talking today about Gospel Fluency. Now that’s sort of a weird term, so let’s 
just explore it for just a second.

+ What does it mean to be fluent in a language?

A Definition of Fluency

• the ability to speak or write a foreign language easily and accurately.

• the ability to express oneself easily and articulately.

• gracefulness and ease of movement or style: the horse was jumping with breathtaking 
fluency.

All three of these definitions add to what I mean by Gospel Fluency. What would it look like if we 
were so thoroughly versed in the message of the gospel that we could speak or write about it 
easily? What if we could express gospel ideas articulately? What if we could speak about what 
Jesus has done so naturally that it wasn’t sloppy, but was graceful?

Another way to define fluency is the point at which you’ve become so accustomed to speaking 
in a certain language that you no longer have to think about how to do it. It just comes naturally.

Jeff Vanderstelt 
“If there is any mother tongue that Jesus’ people should have, it’s the gospel. If there is any way 
of seeing all of life through a particular filter, it should be the gospel. If there’s a way of hearing 
all of the stuff coming in, the receiving of the content, the observing of the world, it should be 
through the filter of the gospel.” 1

Is What Your Talking About Really Necessary?
Let me go ahead and head off at the pass a question you might have––but might be afraid to 
ask out loud––and that is, “Is what you’re talking about really necessary?”

In other words, we know the gospel is the greatest news in the world, there’s no doubt about 
that, but is this really a message that we need to hear and talk about everyday? I know it’s a 

 Jeff Vanderstelt, “Gospel Fluency,” Verge 2012 pre-conference breakout. 1



message that other people––those who have not yet trusted Christ––need, but do I need it 
everyday? Wouldn’t it be a better use of my time to move on to some other good teachings that 
will help me know how to be a better parent, or a good neighbor, or a better manager of my 
money? In fact, is this whole workshop even necessary?

Martin Luther
I once heard a story about Martin Luther. A couple of years after the Reformation had occurred, 
one of his parishioners came up to him before a worship service and asked, “Pastor why is that 
week after week after week all you ever preach to us is the gospel?” 

The implication being certainly we’re ready to move on to something else. Certainly we know 
this by now. Martin replied, “Because week after week you forget it. Week after week you walk 
in here looking like a people who don’t believe the gospel. And until you walk in here looking like 
people who are truly liberated by the gospel, I’m going to continue preaching it to you.” 2

We never move on to a message other than the gospel.

1 Corinthians 15:1-2
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 
in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

The Plan for Today
Session 1 - The Gospel as Worldview 
Session 2 - Gospel Past. Gospel Present. Gospel Future.
Session 3 - Gospeling One Another

BODY
1. We’re All Living As Part of a Story

NT Wright
What is the meaning of the following comment? “It is going to rain.” On the surface, the 
statement seems to be quite clear. Yet the meaning and significance of this remark can only be 
understood when we see the part it plays in a broader narrative. If we are about to go for a 
picnic that has been planned for some time, then these words would be bad news, with the 

 Anecdote taken from Derek Webb, The House Show, Track 3.2



further implication that perhaps we had better change our plans. If we live in East Africa plagued 
by drought, where another lengthy dry spell and consequent crop failure appears imminent, the 
statement would be good news indeed. If I had predicted three days ago that it would rain and 
you had not believed me, the statement would vindicated my predictive ability as a 
meteorologist. If we are part of the community of Israel on Mount Carmel listening to the words 
of Elijah, the statement substantiates the message of Elijah that Yahweh is the true God and 
that Elijah is his prophet. In each case, the single statement demands to be “heard” within the 
context of a full implicit plot, a complete implicit narrative. 3

The Story of Your Life 
Story is everything. This is especially true when it comes to your life. What is the story of your 
life? And when I ask that question, I don’t just mean: Where did you grow up? Who are your 
parents? What’s your favorite food? What is your dog’s name? What I also mean is:  What is the 
broader story of your life? Why are you here? Why do you exist? If Shakespeare is right, and 
“all the world is a stage and the men and women are merely players,” then what part are you 
playing? Is Shakespeare even right? Is there a stage at all? Is there a right part to play? If so 
how do you figure out what that part is? 

Meta-Narrative 
Another way of posing this question is to ask, “What is the grand story of the world?” Or, “What 
is the meta-narrative of the world?” Meta-Narrative is a term that describes how all the little 
stories form one big story. We all have little stories, that is, the stories of our lives and our 
experiences. But how are those little stories forming into one large story? 

2. The Modern & Post-Modern Meta-Narratives

Modernism
We live in a Western culture that is very much at odds with how to answer this question. In the 
movement known as Modernism that grew out of the Enlightenment (1700’s), the common 
answer to this question is: 

“a narrative of progress that says we are moving toward ever-greater freedom and material 
prosperity, and that we are doing so by human effort alone, especially through science 
embodied in technology, and in the application of scientific principles to our social life, in
economics, in politics, and in education” 4

“Modernity as a worldview was shaped by the myth of progress, which said that humankind 
would ultimately achieve a paradise on earth by its own industry and capability.” 5

“Perfection of humanity through progress - whether through reason, science, technology, 
politics, or morality and religion - was the order of the day.” 6

 N.T. Wright, quoted by Craig Bartholomew & Michael Goheen, Living at the Crossroads, 4.3

 Craig Bartholomew & Michael Goheen, Living at the Crossroads, 7.4

 Craig Bartholomew & Michael Goheen, Living at the Crossroads, 107. 5

 Jason Stellman, Dual Citizens, x. 6



Definition:  progress, freedom, prosperity >>> through reason, science, evolution, & technology 

Iron Man 2 Clip

Post-Modernism
The idea that all of history was culminating into ever increasing freedom and prosperity through 
the use of logic began to fade in and after World War 1 & 2. When people witnessed the 
destruction that science and technology had brought about, they begin to wonder if everything 
was really getting better. When people realized that the ideas of evolution had helped form 
some of Hitler’s ideas about the supposed superiority of Germans and inferiority of Jews, 
evolution and science needed to be examined more closely. 

As a result, a movement known as postmodernism (postmodernity) began to take root in 
Western culture. And postmodernism doesn’t really offer answers to our questions, it just 
critiques what was wrong with modernism. It can point out what is wrong, but it can’t tell us what 
is right. 

Definition:  There is no big story. Reason and science don’t necessary lead to progress. 
Everything is about one’s point of view. Everybody’s view is equally right from a certain point of 
view. Everybody’s individual story is right and meaningful. Everything is relative. We should 
question and doubt everything. Depending on the type of postmodernism one adopts, you have 
complete relativity or group relativity (where a smaller community helps determine what is true 
for that group). 

Both of these ideas are still alive and well in our culture. In our schools, even in some of our 
churches, these ideas exist.

3. The Biblical Meta-Narrative

The Bible is also telling a story about the meaning of the world, and for the rest of this first 
session, I want to explore with you what the Bible teaches about the story of the world.

Two Ways of Reading the Bible 7

+ Thematically - Against the Grain (Systematic Theology)
+ Narratively - With the Grain (Biblical Theology)

 Taken from “What is the Gospel?” on the Soma Communities website, circa 2013.7



Thematic Reading
Helps us understand the Gospel’s power and the means of salvation.

+ God - eternal, all powerful, creator of everything
+ Sin - humanity has chosen self-rule over submission to God; the penalty for sin is death
+ Jesus - God incarnate came to die as a substitute for the penalty of humanity’s sins
+ Faith - by faith in what Jesus did, not by any effort of our own, we are saved from our sins

Narrative Reading
Helps us understand the Gospel’s purpose and the reason for salvation.

+ Creation
+ Fall
+ Redemption
+ Restoration

Have you ever realized that the Bible is not just a collection of little stories, but is one big story 
with one central purpose?

A) Creation 

Genesis 1:1 
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:26-28 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

Genesis 1:31 
31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Implications: 

+ Everything came from God. He is the origin of all things. 
+ Everything was created ex nihilo - “out of nothing”
+ Everything that God created was good. 
+ People are the crown of God’s creation. Created in His image with unimaginable worth. 
+ We exist to glorify God. This is what the cultural mandate meant. We mimic God who formed 

and filled and filled the earth by going forth and forming and filling the earth.  



B) Fall 

Genesis 2:15-25 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And 
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.” 

Genesis 3:1-19
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”        
2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes 
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together 
and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived 
me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are 
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you 
shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To 
the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth 
children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 17 And to Adam he 
said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall 
eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat 
the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

Implications 

+ Adam and Eve were given volition. The choice to trust God or themselves.
+ Satan reversed the order: 

Being >>> Doing - God said this is who you are (people in my image) & this is what you 
should do, go into the world for my glory, subdue & fill it. 



Doing >>> Being - Satan said what you do determines who you are. If you take this fruit & 
eat it, you’ll be like God. You determine who you are by what you do. 

+ The origin of all sin, death, disease, war, hardship, etc. is the disobedience of Adam & Eve.

Logan - gospel story. 

+ We were created to live forever, but now there is death.
+ We were created to live and know God. To live in his presence.
+ All of mankind is now born separated from God being decedents of Adam & Eve. 
+ Our relationships with God, each other, and even the earth are messed up. 

 

C) Redemption  

Genesis 3:8-10 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, 
“I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.”

+ God purses rebellious humans (He is gracious even in the midst of judgement).

Genesis 3:15  
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

+ From the very beginning, God had a plan to fix the world and reverse the curse of sin - 
The Snake Crusher.

Genesis 4:1
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man 
with the help of the Lord.”

+ Adam and Even begin looking for this “seed of the woman”

Genesis 12:1-3
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”



Chester & Timmis
“It is impossible to overstate the importance of Genesis 12:1–3 in understanding the 
succeeding biblical narrative. The words of Yahweh to Abram are defining for what follows. 
In many respects, the rest of the Bible story can be read as an exposition of these verses, a 
demonstration of their accomplishment and fulfillment” 8

Chester and Timmis

+ These verses set the agenda for the remainder of the biblical narrative

+ The verses show God to be determined in his redemptive action on behalf of the human 
race, not being content to leave them alone in judgment. 9

+ God calls a people to himself to bless the world - blessed to be a blessing

Exodus 19:4-6
4 You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you 
shall speak to the people of Israel.”

They were to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

+ A Holy Nation (Set Apart, Different, A Picture of True Life)

+ A Kingdom of Priests (Mediators, Keepers of God’s Message)

Isaiah 2:2-4
2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the 
nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that 
we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

An example - Egypt
It was not simply the Israelites who were saved from the famine, but also the Egyptians. 
It was not  only the Israelites who heard that Yahweh was behind this, but also the 
Egyptians.

 Tim Chester & Steve Timmis, Porterbrook: The Bible in Missional Perspective, 31.8

 Tim Chester & Steve Timmis, Porterbrook: The Bible in Missional Perspective, 34.9



An example - The Queen of Sheba
She had not heard the half of Solomon’s wealth or wisdom. Israel was different, and 
Solomon was different, because of Yahweh.

An example - Exiled in Babylon

Jeremiah 29:4-7
4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens 
and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for 
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare.

The Problem
Most of the time, Israel was a better picture of what happens when you reject God’s covenant, 
and the resulting consequences that follow, than they were of what happens when they followed 
the covenant. They ultimately failed to be the holy nation and kingdom of priests that God had 
commanded them to be. 

Chester & Timmis
“Without covenant faithfulness, there was no covenant blessing, so the nations saw little to 
attract or commend Israel‘s God, leaving them to wallow in their unbelief. Israel was another 
Adam, who consistently repeated the sin of the first Adam.” 10

Jesus:  The True Israel
Jesus perfectly fulfilled the calling to be holy and mediator between us and God. The way the 
Abrahamic Covenant is fulfilled is that Jesus is the descendant of Abraham through whom all 
the earth is blessed.

Romans 5:12
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all sinned

Romans 5:18
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men.

 

 Tim Chester & Steve Timmis, Porterbrook: The Bible in Missional Perspective, 52.10



D) Restoration

Acts 1:6-11 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes,11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

1 Peter 2:9-10
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

We are to be a Salt and Light community

+ Salt - A Picture of True Life
+ Light - Ambassadors of the Truth

Revelation 21:1-4 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

Implications 

+ Jesus said the kingdom was at hand, but it is not yet fully here. 
+ Jesus sent his followers into the world as His witnesses 
+ All authority belongs to Jesus right now 



+ A new heaven & a new earth await the sons and daughters of the kingdom. New  
Jerusalem will descend from heaven and land on a renewed earth and we will live there for all 
time. 

CONCLUSION
The meta-narrative You Really Believe Determines How you Live 
Whatever you believe to be the meta-narrative of the universe determines how you live your life, 
and what you consider good, bad, and important. You may recognize that you’ve embraced a 
meta-narrative, or you may have taken it for granted, but every one of us is living our lives by a 
meta-narrative of some sort. And whatever that meta- narrative is, it is effecting us. You Can’t 
Help Living Out of a Meta-Narrative 

Example: 
Bungie Jumping. You’ll jump even if you’re really scared, if you believe the bungie will hold you. 
You won’t jump if you don’t believe the bungie will hold you. No matter what people say, you act 
based on what you really believe. 

Leslie Newbigin 
“The way we understand human life depends on what conception we have of the human story. 
What is the real story of which my life story is a part?” 11

Colossians 1:11-14 
11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance 
of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Steve Timmis and Tim Chester 

+ We ask, “Where does God fit into the story of my life?,” when the real question is “Where does 
my little life fit into this great story of God’s mission?” 

+ We want to be driven by a purpose that has been tailored just right for our own individual lives, 
when we should be seeing the purpose of all life, including our own, wrapped up in the great 
mission of God for the whole of creation. 

+ We talk about “applying the Bible to our lives.” What would it mean to apply our lives to the 
Bible instead assuming the bible to be the reality–the real story–to which we are called to 
conform ourselves? 

 Barthlomew & Goheen quoting Leslie Newbigin, taken from their book Living at the 11

Crossroads, 5.



+ We wrestle with “making the gospel relevant to the world.” But in this story, God is about the 
business of transforming the world to fit the shape of the gospel. 

+ We argue about what can legitimately be included in the mission that God expects from the 
church, when we should ask what kind of church God wants for the whole range of his 
mission. 

+ I may wonder what kind of mission God has for me, when I should be asking what kind of me 
God wants for his mission.  12

 

Questions

1) Which of the false meta-narratives (modernism & postmodernism) are you most tempted to 
believe and let affect your life? Explain.

2) How do you see these false meta-narratives at work in the lives of your friends, neighbors, 
and family?

3) What are some ways in which your Missional Community can constantly remind yourself 
that the true meta-narrative is the biblical one? 

4) Since we are the sent people of God; blessed to be a blessing, how can your Missional 
Community be a blessing to those around you?

 Entire list originally taken from Chris Wright, The Mission of God, quoted from Tim Chester & 12

Steve Timmis, Total Church, 35. 


