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INTRO
In this session I want to explore the truth that the gospel is not something we move on from. 
Remember the story I told in the last session about Martin Luther? We have trouble believing 
the gospel in the everyday stuff of life. We believe it, but we’re always struggling to believe it in 
every situation.

What will happen to us if we don’t have a good gospel foundation?

+ We could get arrogant and turn into “older brother” types as if God owes us his grace.

+ We could get careless or rebellious and slip into “younger brother” type of mentality. - “I 
don’t think this is sin” or “It’s not that big a deal.”

+ We could get on the wrong mission (just social justice) with no gospel proclamation

+ We could begin to try to lead people to Jesus in our own power

+ We could be working for God as a way of trying to earn His favor

+ We might reject or shy away from certain types of people who don’t really think belong 
in the Kingdom of God.

+ We always feel guilty. We beat ourselves up for our sin.

+ We look at behavior instead of heart change.

+ We develop our own new law.

Back to the Future
As a society, we recently celebrated Back to the Future day - October 21, 2015. A lot of us were 
hoping that perhaps the movie really had predicted that the Cubs would win the World Series in 
2015. I’m not much of a baseball fan myself. I try to follow it, but I get a little bored with it, and I 
don’t have cable, or MLB.TV, or the time frankly to watch baseball every night. (Football is sort 
of easy, I just have to worry about it on the weekends.) But I can tell you, if the Cubs had made 
a legitimate run for the World Series, I would have gotten excited. But I digress.

One of the interesting things in this movie is that you get to see the central characters from 
different vantage points You get to see Marty’s parents in the past, present, and future. You get 
to see Marty in the present and future, and you get to see Doc in the past and the present.



BODY
1) Our Misconception about Salvation as only Past-Tense

I grew up with the idea––and a lot of us sort of have this misconception––that the gospel is only 
a message that we need at the beginning of our faith. Faith in the gospel “gets us saved” and 
then we move on. After we’re saved by grace, then we try to clean up our lives and be good 
people. We only talk about salvation in the past. But the Bible actually talks about salvation 
using all three tenses:  past, present, and future.

Ephesians 2:8 (past)
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God,

Philippians 2:12-13 (present)
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence 
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it 
is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Romans 5:9-10 (future)
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved 
by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

So not only have we been saved. But we are being saved. And we will be saved. Here’s a really 
helpful way to state this.

+ We have been saved from the penalty of sin. (Justification)
+ We are being saved from the power of sin. (Sanctification)
+ We will be saved from the presence of sin. (Glorification)

Now you may have heard those terms and concepts before, as I have, but the truth is we all 
struggle to believe these gospel ideas in the midst of everyday life.

2) We have been saved from the penalty of sin.

Ephesians 2:1-8
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through 



faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast.

Colossians 2:13-15
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in 
him. 

Justification - An instantaneous legal act of God in which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven 
and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight.1

How do you know that you’re struggling to believe this. 

+ Do you beat yourself up for your sin all the time?
+ Do you attempt to “be a good Christian” in order to feel close to God?
+ Do you treat some sins as if they’re unforgivable?
+ Do you think some people are beyond reach of God’s grace?
+ Do you see yourself as “smart enough” to have believed in Jesus?

Andy’s college student
Andy was frustrated with explaining grace to this guy because he didn’t seem to get it, so he 
told him to call me. This guy’s story was essentially that he followed Jesus fairly close, and then 
had slipped into the party scene and just rebelled against God. And then he had a great summer  
and began to walk with God again only to subsequently slip back again into rebellion. Now he 
was at a point of repentance again, but he wouldn’t accept that he was forgiven. He kept using 
the phrase, “I’ve abused God’s grace.” So he felt he couldn’t just run to Jesus right away. He 
was trying to be good for a while, and then ask for forgiveness. He was believing that God 
would only forgive him if he was able to offer a little goodness on his own first.

That’s not only not the gospel. It’s actually offensive to God. We can’t offer anything to God. He 
does all the work in salvation.

Jeff Vanderstelt
“To beat yourself up for your sin is to say that Jesus isn’t enough.” 2

 Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, 1

England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 1246.

 Jeff Vanderstelt, Soma Training Video “Gospel Power.”2



3) We are being saved from the power of sin.

Romans 6:8-14
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do not present your 
members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 
grace.

2 Corinthians 3:17-18
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.

Sanctification - A progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from 
sin and more like Christ in our actual lives. 3

How do you know that you’re struggling to believe this. 

+ You are not experiencing freedom from sin.
+ You believe that your sin is not to big to be forgiven, but it’s simply too hard for you to 

ever stop doing it.
+ You’re trying to change your heart or your circumstances on your own, rather than 

running to God for help.
+ You’ve adopted a “my sin isn’t that big a deal, I’ll just ask for forgiveness later for it” 

attitude.

Personally
As I was preparing for this teaching, the Holy Spirit revealed to me that I was trying to defeat the 
sin in my life in my own power. I have not been believing that the resurrection power of Jesus 
(the Holy Spirit) lives within me and is the power to defeat my sin. I cannot just want to not sin 
enough; it has to be God changing my heart and empowering my body.

 Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, 3

England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 1253.



Dave Busby
“If I’m my hope for sanctification, I resign!” 4

4) We will be saved from the presence of sin.

Philippians 1:6
6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 
day of Jesus Christ.

1 John 3:2-3
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone 
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

1 Peter 1:3-9
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved 
by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Glorification - The final step in the application of redemption. It will happen when Christ returns 
and raises from the dead the bodies of all believers for all time who have died, and reunites 
them with their souls, and changes the bodies of all believers who remain alive, thereby giving 
all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like his own. 5

How do you know that you’re struggling to believe this.

+ Are you paralyzed by fear?
+ Do you believe that Jesus can be trusted with your future?
+ Do you have a proper view of heaven? Is it boring, or do you believe that God will truly 

set all things back right?

C.S. Lewis
“Is everything sad becoming untrue?” 6

 Dave Busby, Sermon:  “Facing and Embracing Our Depravity,” delivered as part of Passion 97.4

 Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, 5

England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 1242–1243.

 C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle.6



Tim Keller’s Dream
He had a horrible dream, which seemed totally lifelike, in which all his family was murdered. And 
he woke sweating and sobbing. But when he realized it hadn’t really happened, it was like re-
receiving back the gifts God had given him. In a peculiar way, he was even more thankful and 
and joyful for having lost something so precious and then receiving it back again. 7

Romans 8:28
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose.

Hebrews 11:8-10
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 
same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer 
and builder is God.

CONCLUSION
1. Does everyone in your group understand the differences between justification, sanctification, 

and glorification? Do you understand them well enough to teach them to someone who 
doesn’t know what they are? Take the time to go back over the differences between these 
three tenses of the gospel.

2. Which one of these (past, present, future) do you most struggle to believe?

3. How could we plan to rehearse these three aspects regularly as a Missional Community?

4. Practice speaking the gospel to one another as you confess your struggles.

 Tim Keller, The Reason for God, chapter on Suffering.7


